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Thursday 15 October 2009

News Release 

Higher scores for NHS Brent in annual health check

Improving all scores in its latest annual health check, NHS Brent has gone from being one of a handful of NHS organisations with two ‘weak’ ratings last year to being rated ‘good’ for use of resources and ‘fair’ for quality of services.
The annual performance ratings of all NHS bodies in England are published today by independent health and social care regulator the Care Quality Commission.
The CQC said:  “Based on our assessment for 2008/09, the quality of commissioning of services by Brent Teaching Primary Care Trust for its local population was 'fair'. The financial management rating for this organisation is 'good', as this organisation has been assessed as performing well in relation to the management of its financial resources, with arrangements embedded across the organisation.”
Welcoming the new ratings Mark Easton, Chief Executive, said: “This is official recognition of the hard work all staff have put in over the last eighteen months following the financial and organisational problems in 2006/07.  We have exceeded our expectations in going from weak to good in one year on use of resources, and our fair rating for quality of services reflects the progress we have made in addressing health problems in Brent.”
In 2006/07 the PCT ended the year with a £25m deficit.  Since then it has paid back all its deficit and is currently planning to end the year with a £15m surplus.  The PCT previously reported a number of breaches of compliance with Standards for Better Health, but has now recovered the position.

Despite the progress made Mark Easton is not complacent.

“We still have a lot of progress to make before we are offering the people of Brent the NHS they deserve.  In particular we need to improve access to GP services and we need to improve immunisation and breast screening ratings.  I’m confident we have in place the people and systems to maintain our improvement.”
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The full results for all NHS bodies in England are at www.cqc.org.uk/newsandevents/newsstories.cfm?cit_id=35454&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
A national comparison table is at http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_downloads/0809_Complete_dataset_for_annual_health_check_rating_200910130108.xls
For media queries contact Robert Smith on 020 8795 6795 communications@brentpct.nhs.uk
www.brentpct.nhs.uk
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